
Part 4 - The European Union and Wales

• The UK and Wales’ relationship with the European Union 
has changed since the Brexit referendum in 2016, and 
formally leaving in 2020.

• Many areas where the EU had exclusive or shared 
competence (such as agriculture, structural funds, trade, 
and employment and data law) have returned to the UK.

• There has been political controversy over how these 
returning competencies are split territorially in the UK.

• Limited practical changes so far, but these are expected to 
widen.
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24 Official Languages 

Български

Čeština

dansk

Deutsch

eesti keel

Ελληνικά

English

español

français

Gaeilge

hrvatski

Italiano

latviešu valoda

lietuvių kalba

magyar

Malti

Nederlands

polski

português

Română

slovenčina

slovenščina

suomi

svenska



The EU institutions

European Parliament

Court of 
Justice

Court of 
Auditors

Economic and Social 
Committee Committee of the Regions

Council of Ministers
(The Council) European Commission

European Investment Bank European Central BankAgencies

European Council (summit)



What are the EU Institutions and How Do 
They Make Policy?
Policymaking is the process of developing ideas or plans that 
are then put in place through legislation, creating a 
regulatory system.
Policymaking in the European Union (EU) takes place across 
four EU institutions:

• the European Commission;
• the European Parliament;
• the Council; and
• the European Court of Justice



How EU laws are made

Citizens, interest groups, experts: discuss, consult

Commission: makes formal proposal 

Parliament and Council of Ministers: decide jointly 

National or local authorities: implement

Commission and Court of Justice: monitor implementation



The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

Dignity Freedoms Equality

Solidarity Justice

Binding for all the EU's activities 54 articles under 6 titles: 

Citizen Rights



The European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) - Voice of Civil Society

• Represents trade unions, employers, farmers, consumers 

and so on

• Advises on new EU laws and policies

• Promotes the involvement of civil society in EU matters



European networks



Interface between UK and EU civil society

The new relationship between the UK and EU creates new routes for 
sector advocacy:

• Domestic Advisory Groups (DAGs)
• Civil Society Forum (CSF)
• Independent Monitoring Authority (IMA)

Existing channels: engagement with EESC and European networks
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