EU institutions

European Council
· Summit of heads of state and government of all EU countries
· Held at least 4 times a year
· Sets the overall guidelines for EU policies
· President: Charles Michel

European Commission
· 27 Commissioners, one from each EU country
· Proposes new legislation
· Executive organ
· Guardian of the treaties
· Represents the EU on the international stage

European Parliament
· Acts as a co-legislator and establishes the EU budget along with the Council
· Supervises EU institutions and budgets
· Directly elected every 5 years by EU citizens
· 705 members

Council of Ministers (‘the Council’)– voice of the Member States
· One minister from each EU country
· Presidency: rotates every six months
· Decides EU laws and budget together with Parliament
· Manages the common foreign and security policy
· Most decisions in the Council are taken by ‘double majority’.  
A decision must have the support of at least: 
· 55% of Member States
· Member States that represent 65% of the EU’s population

The European Economic and Social Committee - Voice of Civil Society
· Represents trade unions, employers, farmers, consumers and so on
· Advises on new EU laws and policies
· Promotes the involvement of civil society in EU matters

The Committee of the Regions - Voice of Local Government
· Represents cities and regions
· Advises on new EU laws and policies
· Promotes the involvement of local government in EU matters

The Court of Justice – Upholding the Law
· 27 independent judges, one from each EU country
· Rules on how to interpret EU law
· Ensures EU countries apply EU laws in the same way

Court of Auditors
· 27 members, one from each EU country
· The EU's independent external auditor
· Checks that EU funds are correctly raised, spent, achieve value for money and are accounted for

European Investment Bank
· Funds projects that help to achieve EU policy aims (within and outside the EU)
· Key areas of focus:
· Climate and environmental sustainability
· Innovation and skills
· Infrastructure
· Small and medium-sized enterprises
· Economic and social cohesion
· Development

European Central Bank
· The central bank of the EU countries that have adopted the euro
· Manages the euro and implements EU economic and monetary policy
· Keeps prices stable in the eurozone


